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 NAEP traditionally assessed students in one subject 
with two cognitive blocks.

 Starting in 2021, NAEP will assess students in two 
subjects with three cognitive blocks:  two blocks of 
one subject and one block of another subject. 

 This means around 30 minutes more of testing time 
for each individual student, but also fewer students 
and schools needed in our overall samples. 

 By assessing two subjects at once, we open the 
possibility to report performance relationships across 
subjects.  



New Assessment Block Design
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Considerations
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NAEP’s Block Design Implications

 Current 2-block design
 1 subject, 2 blocks      
 60 minutes for blocks; 

15 minute survey
 2 per school; ~25 

students each
 Up to 150,000 students 

and 8,000 schools

 New 3-block design
 2 subjects, 3 blocks    
 90 minutes for blocks, 5 

minute break; 15 minute 
survey

 1 per school; ~40 students
 ~A third fewer students 

and ~2,000 fewer schools
 More individual 

assessment time but fewer 
students, fewer schools, 
fewer sessions, lower cost
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Subject Pairings

Year Subject Pair Grade

2021 Mathematics and Reading 4 & 8

2021 Civics and U.S. History 8

2023 Mathematics and Reading 4, 8 & 12

2023 Science and Technology and Engineering 
Literacy

8



International Studies Update



Questions or Concerns?

– Texas Education Agency – Student Assessment 
– Kim Ackermann, NAEP Coordinator
– Kim.Ackermann@tea.texas.gov
– 512-463-9536

– www.mynaep.com ( MySchool Web Site)

– NAEP Help Desk 1-800-283-6237 or 
naephelp@westat.com Monday through Friday 
between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET. 

Contact Information


